S6848

of at-risk students throughout South-
ern Nevada. I congratulate the pro-
gram’s board of directors, staff, and
volunteers on decades of success and
wish them the best in the years to
come.

———

OBSERVING NATIONAL POW/MIA
RECOGNITION DAY

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I
wish to join Americans across our
great Nation in recognizing National
POW/MIA Day—a day to honor pris-
oners of war, POW, and those missing
in action, MIA.

Throughout the history of our Na-
tion, Americans have answered the call
of duty to defend our country and its
interests. They bravely step forward
knowing of the sacrifices they may en-
dure. At home, we enjoy the security
and freedoms they have fought to en-
sure. We must not forget the costs of
our freedoms and the Americans who
sacrificed for our country. We must be
resolute in our duty to bring them
home should they go missing or be
taken prisoner when serving our Na-
tion.

The safe return of those who have
gone missing in action or are prisoners
of war remains at the forefront of my
thoughts and prayers. Likewise, the
challenges of families of missing serv-
icemembers as they await the return of
loved ones cannot be forgotten. POW/
MIA families and veterans have re-
mained committed to the pursuit of
facts. Finding resolution for military
families, who have supported the brave
men and women who protect our free-
doms, must also remain a priority.

We cannot forget the remarkable
service of those who put their lives on
the line to secure the return of missing
military personnel. Those courageous
Americans and their families deserve
gratitude for the work they do to bring
Americans home.

Thank you for the service of our Na-
tion’s servicemembers, their families,
and all those who work to ensure the
return home of America’s best and
bravest.

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO SECRETARY JOHN
McHUGH

e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and the senior Senator
from Rhode Island, Mr. REED, who
serves as the cochair of the Senate
Army Caucus, together with the mem-
bers of the caucus, I proudly wish to
pay tribute to the Honorable John M.
McHugh, former Member of the House
of Representatives, colleague, friend,
and inspirational leader as he leaves
his current post as one of the longest
serving Secretaries of the Army in U.S.
history.

To say this patriot has faithfully
served his country is an understate-
ment. After over 42 years of public
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service, John leaves our Army, our Na-
tion, and our world both safer and
more secure. Moreover, his tireless ad-
vocacy and bold leadership for our sol-
diers, civilians, and their family mem-
bers are legendary. From improve-
ments in family and mental health pro-
grams to unprecedented strides in com-
bating sexual assault and suicide, John
M. McHugh has truly earned the oft-
stated moniker of ‘“The Soldier’s Sec-
retary.”’

Raised in Watertown, NY, John
served as assistant city manager and
went on to serve four terms in the New
York State Senate. From there, this
great leader was asked to run for Con-
gress, ultimately representing his dis-
trict in the House of Representatives
for nearly 17 years, and rising to be the
ranking member of the House Armed
Services Committee.

As Congressman McHugh dem-
onstrated repeatedly, it takes thought-
ful, determined, and visionary leader-
ship to ensure the security of our Na-
tion. As a Representative of the 24th
and later the 23rd District of New
York, which includes one of our most
important Army posts, Fort Drum,
John ensured that cutting-edge facili-
ties and programs supported our
warfighters. To say that Fort Drum is
the “House that McHugh Built” is very
apropos. From MILCON projects to
weapons systems, the soldiers, civil-
ians, and families of that historic post
were always cared for and supported,
and John ensured that the 10th Moun-
tain Division had all of the tools it
needed to be at the tip of the spear of
our Nation’s defense. Moreover, his ex-
ceptional work as the cochair of the
Army Caucus for over 15 years and as a
critical member of the West Point
board of visitors was instrumental in
improving Congress’s understanding of
the Army’s needs.

During his tenure as the second-long-
est serving Secretary of the Army,
John M. McHugh has been at the very
forefront of national military strategy,
policy, and programs. His expert lead-
ership, bold initiatives, and pragmatic
management of the oldest and largest
military service has ensured that our
Army remains the finest fighting force
the world has ever known. And it has
been no easy task.

John presided over some of the
toughest missions the Army has ever
faced. From overseeing one of the larg-
est retrogrades in military history;
while holding the Army together as it
was hit by sequestration; to reorga-
nizing, revamping, and restructuring
our force, while our soldiers conducted
combat operations around the world,
Secretary McHugh led with distinction
and results.

Of particular note, John’s determina-
tion, devotion, and 1love of our
servicemembers ensured that our most
sacred and hallowed ground, Arlington
National Cemetery, overcame years of
neglect and transformed its manage-
ment and oversight.

With profound admiration and deep
respect, we pay tribute to Secretary
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McHugh for all he has done for our Na-
tion. We thank him for his dedication
and sacrifice. We wish him all the full-
est measure of peace and happiness as
he boldly takes on new challenges in
the next phase of his life.®

———
TRIBUTE TO PINKY KRAVITZ
e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President,

today I am honored to recognize Mr.
Pinky Kravitz on the occasion of his
retirement from the WOND-AM 1400
after many years of remarkable broad-
casting throughout the Garden State.

Mr. Kravitz could be heard over the
airways for more than 59 years as a
radio broadcaster. He started his illus-
trious career first in 1956 as the host of
a live call-in show on WLDB-AM, now
known as 1490 WBSS. Since 1958, he has
continuously hosted numerous radio
programs with WOND-AM 1400, includ-
ing Pinky’s Corner, a live call-in pro-
gram, and WMGM Presents Pinky, a
weekly television program. Addition-
ally, his written word could be heard
across numerous publications and
newspapers, most recently for the
Press of Atlantic City. His radio show
was one of the longest-running shows
in the country, proof of his wide appeal
and heartfelt reporting.

Known widely as ‘“Mr. Atlantic City”’
due to his promotion of the area, Mr.
Kravitz was the unshakable spokesman
of Southern New Jersey. A fierce advo-
cate for the region, his voice was un-
mistakable, as he consistently sought
to highlight the very best of what
makes New Jersey great. His in-depth
programming spoke to many, as he res-
onated with the hearts and minds of
our friends and neighbors. Mr. Kravitz
represented the very best of engaging,
informative, entertaining, and respon-
sible broadcasting.

In addition to these and many more
accomplishments, Mr. Kravitz was the
first inductee into the New Jersey
Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 2012, a
testament to his impact on the indus-
try. He was also the first recipient of
the New Jersey Broadcasters Associa-
tion, NJBA, Lifetime Achievement
Award.

I was honored to appear on Mr.
Kravitz’s radio show on several occa-
sions. He was always the utmost pro-
fessional while embracing the nature of
substantive, meaningful journalism.
For many years, his radio and tele-
vision shows consistently sought to
provide the region with a unique and
fair perspective while maintaining a
sense of familiarity and comfort, an ac-
complishment in and of itself.

I recognize, commend, and applaud
Mr. Pinky Kravitz in light of his ex-
traordinary service to WOND-AM 1400
and his unwavering dedication to the
airways of New Jersey.e®

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.
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